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WELCOME TO GRACE! 
 

We’re glad you’re here!  Whether you are joining us for the first Ɵme or for the first 
Ɵme in a long Ɵme, we want you to know God’s love in Jesus.   

We invite you to worship with us every week at 10:30 AM on Sundays;  
Children’s Sunday School is at the same Ɵme downstairs. 

 

 Two sets of restrooms are located downstairs; one just before entering the fellowship hall 
and another set down near the Sunday School rooms (just beyond the fellowship hall and 
past the kitchen). 

EASTER SUNDAY 
APRIL 20, 2025 at 10:30 AM 



 

 There are changing tables in the women’s bathroom downstairs and in the “Cry Room” near 
the northside entryway. 
 

 Children’s busy bags are available by the entrance to worship. Parents needing to quiet 
small children are invited to use the “Cry Room” near the entryway. 

 
NEW EASTER WORSHIP SERIES:  “BECAUSE HE LIVES”   
 

It is easy to become so engrossed in the details of historical 
events—who, when, where—that we miss their significance. For 
example, consider World War II. There are many compelling 
stories. Lots of dates and data to remember. However, for a 
moment, set all that aside, and just imagine the Allies had lost. 
How would the world be different today? What would life be like 
for those of Jewish heritage? Would freedom exist in Europe? 
Would we be speaking German? With historical events, you miss 

out if you focus only on the details: who, when, where. You also need to focus what that 
historical event means. The Allies won. That means something!   
 
In this season of Easter, it is good we review the details:  who, when, where. That reminds 
us that the resurrecƟon of Christ is not fairytale or fable. It is a historical event...the 
historical event. However, we do ourselves a disservice if we simply recall the historic 
details of Easter without thinking long and hard about Easter’s significance. Jesus won. 
That means something! It is our privilege and pleasure to use the fiŌy days of Easter to 
discuss this fact: because he lives, not only is our eternity secure, but we have abundant 
resources to face the present.   

Our worship for the coming weeks will follow this paƩern… 

TODAY - Easter Sunday:  Death Has Lost Its SƟng 
Second Sunday of Easter:  We Have a Meaningful Mission 
Third Sunday of Easter:  We Can See Things Clearly 
Fourth Sunday of Easter:  We Know Jesus is Trustworthy and True 
FiŌh Sunday of Easter:  We Live Lives of Lavish Love 
Sixth Sunday of Easter:  We Have Deep and LasƟng Joy 
Ascension:  He Reigns Over Everything for the Benefit of His Church  
Seventh Sunday of Easter:  Christ Creates Unity within Diversity  
Pentecost:  Christ Sends Us His Spirit 



TODAY’S THEME:  “DEATH HAS LOST ITS STING”  
 

In the darkness before dawn, the women walked to the tomb with heavy hearts. Jesus 
was dead. His mission was over. In their mind, they were feeble followers of a failure. All 
that was leŌ to do was finish embalming the corpse and then try to move on. Yet, Jesus 
wasn’t dead. And because he lived, they were not followers of a failure at all. They were 
disciples of the one who had conquered sin and defeated death.  
 

It is as simple as this. Because he lives, we have a whole new idenƟty: not sinners, but 
redeemed saints; not rebels, but God’s chosen naƟon; not doomed, but saved; not only 
servants, but sons and daughters of God Almighty; not losers, but victorious, because 
Christ gives us the victory. The living Lord has given us a whole new idenƟty. It is all 
because of him. It is all because he lives. 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

BELLS 
 

READING OF THE EASTER DAWN ACCOUNT 
(Read by Pastor as compiled by the four Gospel writers) 

On the first of the week, very early in the morning, while it was sƟll dark, the women 
took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.  As they went, they wondered 
to themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the entrance to the tomb?” But they 
looked up, and they found the stone had been rolled away from the tomb; but when they 
entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  While the women were wondering 
about this, suddenly, two men dressed in white robes stood beside them.  In their fright 
the women bowed to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the 
living among the dead? He is not here.  He is arisen!” 

 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 

Minister: Christ is risen!  
Congregation:  He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 



OPENING HYMN: #157 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
 

1 Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
unto Christ, our heav’nly King, Alleluia! 
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
our salvaƟon have procured; Alleluia! 
now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia! 
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
praise him, all you heav’nly host , Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 
INVOCATION 
 

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. (spoken responses) 
 
M:   Christ is arisen! 
C:   He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
EASTER DIALOGUE 
 

M: This is the day the Lord has made. 
C: We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
M: I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done.  
C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 



M: The Lord's right hand was majestic in power.  The Lord's right hand shattered the 
enemy.  In the greatness of his majesty he threw down those who opposed him. 

C: Death has been swallowed up in victory. 
 
M: Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? 
C: Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
M: I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.  
C: Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 

strength and honor and glory and praise! 
 
M: The Lamb at the center of the throne will be our shepherd; he will lead us to springs 

of living water.  
C: And God will wipe away every tear from our eyes.  
 
        SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN SING:  “Come Join the Celebration” 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
M: Let us pray: Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, you 

conquered death and opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been 
raised with him through Baptism, may walk in newness of life and ever rejoice in the 
hope of sharing his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be dominion and praise now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

+ THE WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-9 – The Lord has taken away our disgrace, torn up the shroud 

of death, and promised us an eternal feast of joy.  
 
6 On this mountain the Lord of Armies will prepare for all peoples a banquet of rich food, 
a banquet of aged wines, with the best cuts of meat, and with the finest wines. 7 On this 
mountain he will destroy the shroud that covers all peoples, the burial cloth stretched 



over all naƟons. 8 He has swallowed up death forever! The Lord God will wipe away the 
tears from every face. He will take away the shame of his people throughout the earth. 
For the Lord has spoken. 9 On that day it will be said, “Look, here is our God! We waited 
for him, and he saved us! This is the Lord! We waited for him. Let us be glad and rejoice 
in his salvaƟon!” 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 118, page 69 
 

 

 

 

(CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE) 



 

 
SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 15:50-57 – Christ is risen, so death has lost its sting. 
 
50 Now I say this, brothers: Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, and what 
is perishable is not going to inherit what is imperishable. 51 Look, I tell you a mystery. We 
will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the blink of an eye, at the 
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and 
we will be changed. 53 For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this 
mortal body must put on immortality. 54 But once this perishable body has put on 
imperishability, and this mortal body has put on immortality, then what is written will 
be fulfilled: Death is swallowed up in victory. 55  Death, where is your sting? Grave, where 
is your victory? 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Psalm 118:24  
 
 Printed on next page 



 
 
 
THE GOSPEL READING:  Luke 24:1-12 – The account of Christ’s Easter victory.  
 
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women went to the tomb, 
carrying the spices they had prepared. 2 They found that the stone had been rolled away 
from the tomb. 3 When they went in, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While 
they were wondering about this, suddenly two men stood by them in dazzling 
clothing. 5 The women were terrified and bowed down with their faces to the ground. 
The men said to them, “Why are you looking for the living among the dead? 6 He is not 
here, but has been raised! Remember how he told you while he was still in Galilee 7 that 
the Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and 
the third day rise again?” 8 Then they remembered his words. 9 When they returned from 
the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the rest. 10 It was Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who 
told these things to the apostles. 11 Yet these words seemed to them like nonsense, and 
they did not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over to look 
in, he saw only the strips of linen cloth. He went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (spoken together) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under PonƟus Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 



descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
ChrisƟan Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrecƟon 
of the body, and the life everlasƟng. Amen.  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: #156  “Awake My Heart with Gladness” 
 
1 Awake, my heart, with gladness— 

    see what today is done! 
Now, after gloom and sadness, 
    comes forth the glorious sun. 
My Savior there was laid 
where our bed must be made 
    when to the realms of light 
    our spirit wings its flight. 

 
2 The foe in triumph shouted 

    when Christ lay in the tomb; 
but lo, he now is routed, 
    his boast is turned to gloom. 
For Christ again is free; 
in glorious victory 
    he who is strong to save 
    has triumphed o’er the grave. 

 
3 This is a sight that gladdens— 

    what peace it does impart!  
Now nothing ever saddens 
    the joy within my heart. 
No gloom shall ever shake, 
no foe shall ever take 
    the hope which God’s own Son 
    in love for me has won. 

 
 
 

4 Now I will cling forever 
    to Christ, my Savior dear. 
My Lord will leave me never; 
    with him I need not fear. 
He rends death’s iron chain; 
he breaks through sin and pain. 
    He shatters hell’s dark thrall; 
    I follow him through all. 

 
5 He brings me to the portal 

    that leads to bliss untold, 
whereon this rhyme immortal 
    is found in script of gold: 
“Who there my cross has shared 
finds here a crown prepared; 
    who there with me has died 
    shall here be glorified.” 

 



SERMON: Based on 1 Corinthians 15:50-57 
 

“Death Is Not in the Christian’s Destiny” 
 

GATHERING OF THE OFFERING:    
Offerings may be given electronically through our website... 
GRACETECUMSEH.COM or by taking a picture of this QR code. 
THANK YOU for supporƟng the Lord’s ministry here at Grace! 

 

      GROW IN THE GRACE OF GIVING – 1 Corinthians 15:50-57 

Paul tells us, “That we will all be changed.” Easter assures us of victory over 
death. Jesus had power over his own death; he also has power over ours and 
will use it to give us glorious new bodies. Because this is true, Paul exhorts us 
to, “Stand firm!” He wants us to not give up. By grace, the hard work we do for 
the Lord will not be wasted. What a joy it will be to see people resurrected to 
glory and praising God for his grace because of the work God did for and through 
us! 

 

In our MISSION PRAYER today we pray for our home mission in Conway, Ark.  

 
RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR EASTER 

M: We praise you, O God, we acclaim you as Lord; all creaƟon worships you, the 
Father everlasƟng. 

 
C:  (CW #250:1) “From all that dwell below the skies 
                              Let the Creator’s praise arise.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
                            Let the Redeemer’s name be sung 
                              Through ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue.   

     Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!” 
 
M:   To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, cherubim and seraphim sing in endless 

praise:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of heavenly hosts, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. 

C:  (CW #155:1)  “Christ the Lord is ris’n again; 
                             Christ has broken death’s strong chain. 



                         Hark, the angels shout for joy, 
                             Singing evermore on high:  Hallelujah!” 
 
M:   The glorious company of the apostles praise you, the noble fellowship of the 

prophets praise you, the white-robed army of martyrs praise you.  Throughout the 
world the Holy Church acclaims you. 

C:  (CW 165:1-2)  “O sons and daughters of the King, 
                                 Whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing, 
                                Today the grave has lost its sƟng!   
                                 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

                               “On this most holy day of days 
                                 To God your hearts and voices raise 
                                In laud and jubilee and praise.   
                                 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
M:   We worship you, the Father of majesty unbounded, your glorious, true, and only 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, Advocate and Guide.  You, Christ, are the King of glory, the 
eternal Son of the Father. 

C: (CW #153:1) “Alleluia!  Jesus lives!  
                             He is now the living one; 
                           From the gloomy house of death  
                             Forth the conqueror has gone, 
                           Bright forerunner to the skies 
                             Of his people, yet to rise.” 
 
M:   When you, O Christ, became man to set us free, you humbled yourself to be born 

of a virgin.  You overcame the sƟng of death and opened the kingdom of heaven to 
all believers.  

C: (CW #153:2) “Jesus lives!  Let all rejoice; 
                             Praise him, ransomed ones of earth. 
                           Praise him in a nobler song, 
                             Cherubim of heav’nly birth. 
                           Praise the Victor-King, whose sway 
                             Sin and death and hell obey.” 
 



M:   You sit at the right hand of God in the glory of the Father.  We believe that you will 
come to be our Judge.  Come then, Lord, and help your people, bought with the 
price of your own blood; and bring us with your saints to glory everlasƟng. 

C:  (CW #153:4) “Jesus lives!  And thus my soul, 
                             Life is yours eternally; 
                           Joined to him, your living head, 
                             Where he is, you too shall be; 
                           You with him at his right hand 
                              Victor over death shall stand.” 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  (spoken together) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptaƟon, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
C:   Amen (spoken) 
 
CLOSING HYMN: #145 “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won” 
 

1 Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won! 
    Death no longer can appall me. 
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done! 
    From the grave Christ will recall me. 
Brighter scenes will then commence; 
this shall be my confidence. 

 
2 Jesus lives! To him the throne 

    high o’er heav’n and earth is given. 
I shall go where he is gone, 
    live and reign with him in heaven. 
God is faithful; doubtings, hence! 
This shall be my confidence. 



3 Jesus lives! For me he died; 
    hence will I, to Jesus living, 
pure in heart and act abide, 
    praise to him and glory giving. 
All I need God will dispense; 
this shall be my confidence. 

 
4 Jesus lives! I know full well 

    nothing me from him shall sever. 
Life nor death nor pow’rs of hell 
    part me now from Christ forever. 
God will be a sure defense; 
this shall be my confidence. 

 
5 Jesus lives! And now is death 

    but the gate to life immortal; 
this shall calm my trembling breath 
    when I pass its gloomy portal. 
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense: 
Jesus is my confidence! 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
EASTER SUNDAY (Apr 20) – 9:00 AM - Easter Breakfast;  

10:30 AM - EASTER WORSHIP  

MONDAY (Apr 21) – NO Yoga Class 

NEXT SUNDAY (Apr 27) – 10:30 AM - WORSHIP  (NO Sunday School); Worship 
servants: Liturgist - David Westendorf, Speaker - Craig Ehinger (from St John’s), Organist 
- David Robertson (from St John’s), and Livestream - Jeff Roback. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who helped with the Easter Breakfast this morning! We had 
so many people that helped in so many ways… Thank you to everyone that donated food 
and helped to prepare it! Thank you to those that helped to serve and clean up 
afterwards! And THANK YOU to everyone that came to enjoy the meal! HAPPY EASTER!!  



PASTOR OUT OF TOWN: Pastor & Bonnie Finn will be out of town visiƟng family in 
Wisconsin this next week. If you need pastoral assistance while they are gone, please call 
one of our Elders: Robert Haeussler (734/260-5886) or Mike Seal (517/403-0984). 

THANK YOU TO THE CHILDREN: We thank our Sunday School children for singing this 
morning and the teachers and parents helping them prepare their song for today. 

EASTER FLOWERS:  Thank you to everyone that donated Spring flowers today for the 
Easter service! Please see below for list of donors. 

SPECIAL THANKS:  We thank our Guest Organist, David Robertson from St John’s in Riga 
for playing organ and beauƟfying our Easter service this morning. 

LENTEN SUPPER COLLECTION PLATE:  The money collected at the Lenten Suppers this 
year totalled $827.52! Thank you to everyone that made a donaƟon. Grace Ladies Aid 
uses the proceeds to put towards scholarships and other educaƟonal grants. Your 
donaƟons help WELS students… Thank you! 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY & NEXT SUNDAY: Classes will resume on Sunday, May 4 at 
10:30 AM. Have a great Easter break! 

LWMS NEWS:  We will be collecƟng change for the LWMS Home & World Missions 
Projects for the next TWO Sundays, Apr 27 & May 4. Bring your pocket change and 
let’s MAKE SOME NOISE FOR MISSIONS!  The LWMS Spring Rally will be on Saturday, 
May 10 at St Stephen’s in Adrian. RegistraƟon at 9:00 AM with a light breakfast. Lunch 
will be provided as well. Featured Speaker: Thomas Metzger, Michigan District Mission 
Board Chairman. Check out the poster on the bulleƟn board in the narthex. 

 

2025 Easter Flower Memorials 
 

GIVEN IN LOVING MEMORY OF:                             BY: 
 

Finneas Bater      Rev Michael & CharloƩe Bater 
 
Lloyd & Jean Cunningham    Bob & Lisa Cunningham 
Steve & Shirley Palatka    



Autumn Tucker    Aunt Diana Mason-Six 
Uncle Bob & Aunt Lisa Cunningham 

 
Bob & Selma Kennedy     Randy & Gail EllioƩ 
 
Wife, Ellen Ketola     John Ketola 
 
Don & Dorothy Withrow   Margaret Langowski & Family 
Brad Withrow, Linda Dauber 
 
Father, Butch Mason   His sons, Steve, Tracey & Randy Mason 
 
Husband, Phil Six     Diana Mason-Six 
 
Anthony Johnson      Jakob & Amanda McCaskey 
Rose Cremeans 
 
Lois NaƩerstad      David NaƩerstad 
Clarence NaƩerstad  
Vicki Weinberg 
 
Judy Klingensmith     Rosenberg Family 
Marilyn Rosenberg 
 
Granddaughter, Mila Sanborn   Todd & Tia Sanborn 
Tia’s mother, Marcella Wolbert   
Todd’s mother, Donna Sanborn     
 
Mike’s mother, Nancy Seal    Mike & Kathy Seal 
Mike’s sister, Debbie Seal 
Kathy’s father, Anthony Amrhein   
 
My father, Kevin Brown    Kristy Brown Stretch 
 
Russell & Evelyn Mitzner    Diane Tilton 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A special THANK YOU to our member,  
Dan Prielipp and his business,  

Prielipp Farms & Greenhouse in BriƩon,  
for providing all the Easter lilies  
for our church again this year. 


